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Under the above two teams and launching of the 

African network, the African enterprise networks’ 

millennium conference took place on October 14-16, 

2000 at the UNECA conference center. Organized by 

the three net works, East, West, and southern Africa 

enterprise, in cooperation with the OCED and the 

‘global strategic partners of the enterprise networks’ 

this is the first meeting of all the three networks, and 

planes to be historic for initiating a continent-wide 

institution.  

 

The plenary session, with an official opening address 

by the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, H.E Ato Meles 

Zenawi showing his support for the theme of the 

conference, and a key note speech by one of our own 

Entrepreneurial success stories, Mr. .Noah Samara 

CEO of world space, was indeed an impressive 

beginning. Mr. Samara, as usual is a great speaker and 

an inspirational one.  I particularly liked his views on 

the essence of an ‘ entrepreure’ as he compared it with 

an artist, ‘ you do not want to be an entrepreneur you 

have to be one’.   He said as a philosophical as it may 

sound, it is the reality.  Another reflection of his was 

the ‘ Blue horse’, one that I compare to my own 

philosophy about dreaming and achieving.   I believe 

that if your dreams die, you die.   Mr. Samara 

translated this perfectly to the painter, who sees a blue 

horse as a vision and makes it real on canvas.  And 

you know what this greatly business man saw in this 

painter, to the surprise of the much well dominated 

conference room:  a woman, who he referred as a ‘ 

she’.  I forward my great regards to you on that Mr. 

Samara.   It is true that women are playing an 

increasingly important role in the new economy. 

 

Some people may have remarked that Mr. Samara’s 

speech did not go in parallel with what the organizers 

set out for him ‘ Challenges of the private sector in 

Africa’.   Well, allow me to be a bit humorous on this, 

may be after decades of continuous conflict, war and 

socio economic crisis in the continent as well as we 

may adapt the ‘ Painters vision’. Aside, the issues 

dealing with the challenges of the private sector, as 

stated by the notable speech delivered by Mr. Ermias 

Amelga should be the matter of a larger discussion in 

one of the sessions. 

 

Furthermore, the star of the show was also in the 

industry of the millennium, information and 

communication technology (ICT), I might add. This is 

an evidence that this industry is probably driven by 

information technology the one that will jump start 

Africa’s economic agenda, one that the African 

enterprise net work and the African private sector want 

to recognize. Imagine the grand vision of world space, 

information affluence to millions of Africans 

disadvantaged by non-participation in the information 

economy. This level of impact could not have been 

envisioned or achieved with out the use of technology. 

 

Satellite technology, while its impact and contributions 

is without doubt, internet and e-commerce also present 

an affordable and expedient form of business 

opportunities for the private sector networking and 

globalization.  These technologies can offer African 

economies a window of opportunity to leap-frog the 

industrial age and transform their economies into a 

high value added knowledge societies that can 

compete on the global market with advanced 

economies.  

 

Similarly the subject of the regional integration needs 

communication, solidarity and pooling of intellectual, 

technical and knowledge resources. Regional 

integration can also be improved by the use of 

technologies reducing cost of international 

communications between countries, tightly linking the 

decision makers in the region and offering new 

identity and global presence. 

 

So what Africa can do to fully utilize technology and 

how can we adapt and participate in this new 

information economy where daily technological 

breakthroughs is revolutionizing the global economy. 

Africa needs a new economic model, one that is based 

predominantly on the information and the knowledge. 

We are mainly a 90% agriculture economy. 

 

I believe just like running a successful corporation, 

there needs to be a clearly articulated statement of 

National vision , realistic missions for the vision 

attainment, and stated strategies for achieving this 

missions. There has to be a policy instruments, 
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programs, incentives and packages aiding the 

transition to the new economy. There has to be 

establishment for facilitation requirements from the 

agro to the information economy, such things as sound 

leadership exploitable natural resources, modern and 

efficient civil service, and a leader sector development 

plan. 

 

There has to be the enabling environment, such as 

socio-economic policies frame work with development 

priorities, stable economic liberalization environment, 

and a stable investment climate, the relevant legal 

provisions and an enabling regulatory & institutional 

environment, good governance prevailing, peace, 

stability, safety and a functioning democratic 

institutions. 

 

These points mentioned above are what we believe is a 

primary concern of every entrepreneur in Africa or 

every investor coming to Africa. Having that above in 

the first, will then be followed by Access to capital 

regional integration, acts of alliances with the west like 

the Africa Growth and the Opportunity Act,  WTO, 

financing options and sources of capital global 

competitiveness, trading pacts, to mention but a few,  

were some of the topics in the agenda of AEN 

conference. 

 

How about the ‘ Global Partners’ of the AEN? I 

suppose they are the world bank, IMF,MIGA, the 

Multinational etc.. How do we see and appreciate their 

contributions or lack thereof.  

 

The points of view of Coca-Cola Corporation was  

very interesting,  Mr………a Marketing prowess 

informing us perhaps how we can effectively compete 

in the private sector and globally, I agree with his 

marketing model given that Africa is a market led 

economy.  However, every entrepreneur in that 

meeting knows that the African economy model is not 

market driven.  Coca Cola is an America success story 

a global leader with a brand name already.  It does not 

represent the new economy.  Better examples could be 

found close to homelike M-Net, Asanti Gold Field 

Corp, our own Mesfin Industrial Engineering, the 

Midroc Group , Ethiopian Airlines, all indigenous 

business groups  competing in the global economy.  

The market in Africa still need to be developed and 

studied.  

 

So is Africa ready for transforming into the 

information economy which is revolutionizing the 

global economy?  So what is required to network the 

‘New generation of African Entrepreneurs’ and allow 

them to participate in the globalize world? It may be 

Coca-Cola’s Marketing strategy, or a loan from World 

Bank or IMF, a vibrant capital market, alliance with a 

developed industry, regional integration with active 

private sector participation, I without the appropriate 

environments mentioned previously. 

 

Focusing on the organization of the conference, I was 

surprised to see the list of participants only included 

the Network members and the international 

participants, while the over 100 people that were 

invited to participate were guests and local 

entrepreneurs and the guest Addis Ababa.  In the 

future, a broader participation amongst the different 

groups will further the objective of AEN. 

 

Substanstive papers including statistical research and 

informational papers on Africa’s private sector actors, 

status and performance of companies and such could 

have been up the over all sharing of information and 

networking. 

 

Indeed history is to repeat itself, but not in the context 

of the article that Fortune Newspaper reported  the 

Sunday after the conference of ‘exclusivity and 

selectivity’, which is definitely not in line with the 

team of the 21 century globalization. Unless the 

criteria of selection is performance based on the 

financial stock exchanges to attract capital for the 

share holders, Africa and it’s business partners do need 

strategies of exclusion but a definite inclusion which is 

the basis of globalization. 

 

In summary, the overall idea and efforts put in place to 

hold the conference was splendid.  It is a good start for 

bringing the topic of networking the private sector of 

Africa to the forefront.  How ever much work and 

deep thoughts will be required to strengthen the strong 

participation of the private sector in the economic 

development of the continent.   Also, governmental 

co-operation and participation is paramount and as 

well as the  private sector propose the good will for the 

government to listen and support.  As such, the 

networks need to realize that the mission of a well 

developed private sector will not be realized if the new 

generation of African Entrepreneurs which I consider 

myself as one , day and use only the buzz words of the 

millennium and ‘not’ think it. 


