
What is Information Technology  

A combination of satellite, fiber optics and broad band width, high speed, high capacity 

technologies such as those provided by the telecommunication operators and available and on the 

horizon. This combination of technologies will be used by institutional, corporate and individual 

users. Telecommunication companies are thus in a unique position to dominate the field and to 

reap enormous profit. The advent of networks and the internet has spurred an entirely new way 

to transmitting and sharing information within organizations. The traditional voice and video 

technologies are rapidly being surpassed and replaced by networks and satellite based 

applications. 

What is the internet? And what is it used for. 

What is the status of the Internet in Ethiopia? Do you think it is useful in our country? 

 Does it popularize Ethiopia?  

 What is the issue of popularizing the Internet in Ethiopia?  

 What should be done in the future?  

Ethiopia is located in the north eastern horn of Africa, with a population of some sixty million. It 

is one of the oldest cultures that have established a centralized and settled societies. It has the 

three main religions of the middle east-Judaic, Christian, and Moslem although predominantly 

Orthodox-Christian. In recent past it has gone through major political and economic upheavals 

and changes. From 1974 to 1990 it was under a military commando that claimed to be a 

Communist government and a centralized economy. In May 1990 the EPRDF took power and a 

more democratic, decentralized and more liberalized economy has prevailed. 

The transition to a democracy and a market economy is proceeding well. Positive results are 

everywhere. Information is open and the economy is growing at an enviable 7 plus percent 

annually. Stability prevails and there is a sense of confidence throughout the country. There is 

more open policy for both domestic and foreign investment and the liberalization of country 

controls will further contribute to an atmosphere of confidence and economic expansion. In 

general the economic outlook is encouraging and there is a surge of business investment that is 

shaping the whole development activity. 

The emphasis on infrastructure development and sustainable capacity has generated enthusiasm 

and has led to creative, innovative and practical approaches to policy formulation and program 

development and implementation. 

The government's own initiatives with respect to regional and national recognition and autonomy 

coupled with the government's dedication to a broad based policies and programs on unity and 

federalism have resulted on a myriad of opportunities for federal and regional interaction in 

critical infrastructure areas such as foreign investment, telecommunications, transportation, 

agriculture, industry, animal husbandry to name but a few. 



While these initiatives will present a host of few challenges, they are not beyond the reach of 

emerging countries such as Ethiopia. It is not right to state that Ethiopia is in a position to affect 

a quantum leap in the adoption and application of technologies being used to effect in the 

industrialized world. 

 

The most compelling example is telecommunications and the information technology for which 

telecommunications provide the pathway and means of transmission. The information Age is 

upon us and those who embrace it and apply it to advantage will profit accordingly. 

The review process presently underway in the Ministry of Transportation and 

Telecommunications and the Ethiopian Telecommunications Authority with regard to 

telecommunications and the modernization of telecommunications is but one of a number of 

reviews originating in and coordinated by the government to position Ethiopia as a modern, 

competitive country capable of playing a major role in the affairs and prosperity of Africa and 

the global community. 

The technology to achieve this is mature and available now. Ethiopia is well positioned to 

implement programs using broadband width technologies Broadband services where streams of 

data, sound, still image or video can be easily sent over a single line were first introduced by 

cable companies. These services can now be provided by telecommunications operators and 

carriers, in fact, the rate at which, for example, the internet with its multi-media capabilities is 

growing, will require broader band widths and higher capacity and speed capabilities than are 

available using cable company networks. 

This represents a unique opportunity for Ethiopia, the Ministry of Transportation and 

Telecommunications and the ETA to leapfrog traditional technologies and to embrace the way of 

the future. The quantum leap in technologies which has so often been said to be available to 

emerging/developing countries is a reality. 

Ethiopia has the capacity, the will, energy and vision to do so. The pool of talented, educated, 

motivated and willing people to march forward into the 21st century and the age of the Global 

Information Society, will make this attainable.  
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